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4088 IS 
INEVITABLE 


wl NG CANNOT 


AM I) Recover, 


, BUT THERE 
DIFFERENT L 4 ay ji were some N 


FOR t 
MERCENARIES. } 


HOWEVER, 
LOSSES TO THE 
EXTENT THAT 
NO ONE CANNOT 
ADVANCE THE 
FLAG MUST 
BE AVOIDED AT 
ALL COSTS. 


AND SO, HOWEVER 
GREAT THE 
RISK, SOME 
UNDERTAKINGS 
ARE 
NECESSARY 
TO AVOID 
ANNIHILATION. 


SEVERE 
DAMAGES ARE 
NOT UNUSUAL 

WHEN ONE 
MAKES A LIVING 


ty 


AS A RESULT 
OF THIS GREAT 
MERCHANT'S 
SCHEME, THE 
INITIAL PLAN TO 
VENTURE SOUTH 
CARRIED THE 
POSSIBILITY 
OF TOTAL 
ANNIHILATION. 


7 


MY MR. 
ApoLocies MoOlZl. | 
FOR FALLING 


E 
DIFFICULT 
DECISION FOR 
A MERCHANT. 


T AM UNSURE 
IF THEY HAVE 
GATHERED 
A PROPER 
MILITARY 


UNTIL WE REACH 
SVERNEL. 


IT WAS NOT 
THE SUNRISE 
THAT LUIWARD 


THE FIRST 
THING THAT 
STANDS OUT 
IS SVERNEL'S 
STRATEGIC 
POSITION IN 
THE NORTH- 


NOTHING WOULD 


THIS IS 
ONE OF THE 
LETTERS 
yy\\ MR. LAWRENCE! 


RECEIVED. 


IT'S ALSO 
ASKING FOR 
THE COOPERATION 
OF A LORD EVEN 
FARTHER NORTH 
THAN SVERNEL. 


+I WOULD 
NOT CALL HIM 

A MEMBER 
OF THE REBEL 

FACTION. 


TERRITORY 
MUST BE 
FAIRLY 


7 THAT GOES FOR 
ANYONE LOOKING TO 
TRADE NORTH OF THE 
MOUNTAINS AS WELL AS 
THE DEBAU COMPANY 
IN THE INSTANCE THEY 
GO SEARCHING FOR 

\._ NEW DEPOSITS. 


OF COURSE, 
HE HAS NOT 
ALLIED WITH 
THE DEBAU 

\ COMPANY AT 

YALL, BUT... 


ABOUT HIS 
DISPOSITION? 


SEVERAL ROADS 
THAT PASS 


NORTH OF 


We Must ea 


PASS THROUGH 
HAVLISH TERRITORY 
IN ORDER TO 
TRAVEL NORTH 
OF SVERNEL. 


THE 
PRESENT 
LORD ASIDE, 
THERE WERE 


URELY 
GREAT LEADERS 


ANCESTORS. 


I’M CERTAIN LIKELY. 
HE HAS ONLY 

SURVIVED THUS 

FAR THANKS TO 


SPEAKING, 
ENTERING 
SVERNEL 
1S NOT AN 
OPTION... 
+ WE CAN'T 
RUN FARTHER 
NORTH THAN 
THAT. 


¥/ OUR FOOD 
STORES WILL 

NOT LAST 
THAT LONG. 


NOTHING BUT 
POOR VILLAGES 
DOTTING THE 
WAY TO THE 
NEXT PROPER 


EVEN 
IF THEY 
“COOPERATE,” 
I DOUBT 
IT COULD 
SUSTAIN 


AT THIS TIME 
i. OF YEAR. 


IF LUWARD 
AND COMPANY 
VISITED THEM, 

THOSE VILLAGES 


THE HOLE 
WE'VE BEEN 
CHASED INTO 


SHE WAS. 
SUPPOSED 
TO RETURN 


TO LESKO 
EITHER TODAY 
OR TOMORROW 

AT THE 

EARLIEST. 


ONCE SHE 
ARRIVES, SHE'LL 
REALIZE THE 
DEBAU COMPANY 
HAS BEEN 
TAKEN OVER. 


WILL SHE 
BE ABLE TO 
FIND US? 


HE MENTIONED 
THE POSSIBILITY 
WHEN HE GAVE 
|| Me THE LeTTERS 
AT THE INN. 


IT LOOKS 
LIKE IT WAS HIS 
PLAN TO RLIN 


TO SVERNEL IN 
AN EMERGENCY 
AFTER ALL. 


COMPANION, WHO'S 
HEADING TO 
KIESCHEN 
WITH HOLO. 


aw Z 


«THIS MEANS 

HE'S GETTING 

HIS PAWS ON 
MILITARY 
MIGHT. 


MOST CERTAINLY 


BRING US 
GREAT MILITARY 
STRENGTH. 


SAY 
NO MORE. 


We'D GOING TO 
ORIGINALLY SVERNEL. 
PLANNED TO SET 
UP CAMP NEARBY 

IN THE EVENT 
SVERNEL GOT 
CAUGHT UP 
IN A WAR. 


SURE DESERTING 
SOLDIERS ESCAPE 
WHILE NOT 
ENDANGERING 
THE LIVES OF THE 
VILLAGERS THAT 
LIVE AROUND 
YOITSU. 


HILDE AWOKE WW] « 


SOMETIME 
AFTER THEY 


HAD SET OUT 2 


AFTER LUNCH. 


WE'VE ENTERED 
THE MOUNTAIN 
PASSES AND 
LEFT THE FIRST 


BUT YOU SAID 
THAT YOU PLANNED 
FOR HER TO HEAD 
TO SVERNEL IF 
SHE RETURNED TO 
\ LESKO, RIGHT? 
T’M sure THERE. Ss 
MY FLYING 
COMPANION 
WILL 
FIND ONE Pr 
IMMEDIATELY. 


MIGHT Nor 
Geb, ou 
Moue 


YOU BOUND 
MR. LUWARD'S 
THOUGHTS TO 
YOUR OWN WILL 
WITH JUST A 

SINGLE WORD. 


GREAT FORTUNE, 
AND NO ONE 
KNOWS WHAT 


YOU'RE 
RIGHT...I WILL 
ONLY FAIL IF 
I HOPE FOR 
TOO MUCH. 


LIKE 
YOUR 
ENEMIES? 


IT 
FRUSTRATES 
ME HOW 


BRILLIANT A 


WISDOM WILL 
SURELY PROVE 
VERY VALUABLE 
WHEN THE TIME 

COMES. 


MUCH MORE 
THAN THAT OF A 
MERE TRAVELING 


MERCHANT 
LIKE MYSELF. 


DINNER RIGHT 
AROUND 


OF COURSE, 
/T WAS NOT 
HOLO BUT A 
MERCENARY 
SCOUT. 


ids . 
Hrryat tel 7 


+ THEY'RE 
NOT SOME 
WEAKLINGS 
COMMANDED BY 
A BORED NOBLE 
SON WHO'S 
JUST PLAYING 


OUR 
ENEMY IS 
THREE, FOUR 
TIMES OUR 
NUMBER. 


NOT 
ONLY ARE 
THEY WELL 
FUNDED... 


THEI 
MOUNTAINEERING 
IS JUST AS GOOD 
OR BETTER THAN 

OURS. AT THE VERY 
LEAST, THEY'RE A 
FINE OPPONENT TO 
TEST OUR METTLE 

AGAINST. 


THE HUGO 
MERCENARY 
COMPANY. 


I HEAR BUT THAT 


HE'S TAKEN 


THE DEBAU 
COMPANY... 


I DIDN'T 
KNOW WHAT 
TO THINK ‘TIL 
I HEARD WHO 
WAS CHASING 
US EITHER. 


WELL, 
We'LL JUST 
PLAY ALONG 

AND GIVE 
‘EM A GOOD 
EXCUSE, 


AT Least. 


+ AND THAT 
THEY'RE 
PLANNING 

TO DEMAND 
GRATITUDE 
FROM Us! 


PREPARE Me 
TO MOVE OUT! |X) 
YOu BETTER 
WALK QUICKLY RZ 
/E YOU WANNA |e 
SLEEP LINDER 
A ROOF ANY- 
TIME SOON! 


PURSUIT 


APPROACHES, | 
APPARENTLY. |/ 


THOUGH 
THEY DON’T 


SEEM WORRIED 


ABOUT IT AT 


MERCENARIES 
RARELY RAISE 
THEIR BLADE 

\ AGAINST THEIR 
| OWN KIND. 


I'M ALWAYS: 
THE ONE BEING 
ATTACKED, 
SO T DIDN'T 
KNOW THAT. 


THE 
JOB OF REAL 
MERCENARIES 


IS TO CAPTURE |}. 


THEIR 
OPPONENTS 
ALIVE. 


7 ir 


IT MUST 
BE A UNIT 
THEY KNOW 
WELL. 


ab a 
Wien? 
MAMI fiype 


\ 


ALWAYS 
CAUSED ME 
TROUBLE 
FROM THE 
EMPLOYER'S 
SIDE... 


KILLING 
THE 
BATTLEFIELD 
IS CHIEFLY 
THE ROLE 
OF KNIGHTS 
AND HIRED 
THUGS. 


BORN AFTER 
SEEING EACH 
OTHER ON THE 
BATTLEFIELD 
OVER AND 
OVER. 


WHat is 
HY THEY 
ARE NOT HiReD YES: 
FOR MILITARY 
STRENGTH, 
BUT AS A 
DETERRENT. 


THING WOULD 
BE A WASTE 
OF MONEY. 


+ THE 
TRAITORS... 
WOULD WASTE 
MONEY IN SUCH 
A MANNER. 


THERE 
ARE THOSE 
AMONGST 
MERCENARY 
COMPANIES 
WHO HAVE A 
LONG HISTORY 
TOGETHER. 


MERCENARIES 
ARE UNIQUE 
GROUPS THAT 
DANCE TO 
THEIR OWN 
TUNE. 


ONE DOES NOT HIRE 
MERCENARIES TO PURSUE 
OTHER MERCENARIES — 
MUCH LESS ONES THAT 
KNOW EACH OTHER 
WELL— EVEN BY MISTAKE. 


IT Is 
LIKELY THE 
Leaner LANDLORDS 
HOLD ALL THE 
IMAGINE MY DECISIVE 


\s | SUBORDINATES— AUTHORITY. 


NO. 


IT MAY ALL 
WORK OUT IN 
A SITUATION 

LIKE THIS. 


Wight) 
Wh Wig 
Wpiy 


HOLO...OR 
PERHAPS... 


WOULD You 
LIKE SOME 
WATER? 


BY AFTERNOON 
THE FOLLOWING 
DAY, THE HII 


De 
THE |) 
ny | MYLIRI MERCENARY |i 


Ly 


THIS IS... 
A COLLECTION 
IRROWS 


FROM VARIOUS 
CRAFTSMEN 
AND TOWNS. 


THEY'RE ALL 
BATTERED, AND 
THE HEADS ARE 

WORN DOWN 

AND BLUNT... 


a ONLY TWO ( 

WERE INJURED, |» 
AND ONE 

WAS MERELY 
BRUISED. 


NOT EVEN A 
CHILD WOULD 
DIE IF HIT IN 
THE WRONG 


IS THERE 
ANY CHANCE 
FOR SUCCESS 
AFTER WE 
DO? 


TO YOUR OLD 
SUBORDINATES, 
IT LOOKS 
LIKE WE'LL BE 


MAKING IT To 
) SVERNEL. 


JUDGING BY 
THEIR TACTICS, 
IT SEEMS AS 
THOUGH THE 


TRICKED BY SLICK : “BEEN TAKEN 


TALK BY WHOM. P OVER BY THE 


i 


<< ton a 
> ME | ey 
i et 
WHO RAISED f De) a 


THEIR FLAG : 4 see 
OF REBELLION \ } 
AGAINST ¢ 
+o MUST Us... 
BE LOOKING 
TO RECLAIM 
THEIR 


AUTHORITY 
BY WHATEVER 
MEANS 
NECESSARY. 


OF GRATITUDE 
INTO GOLD. 


LUWARD MUST 
HAVE WANTED 


TO CALL IT EVEN 


THEM FEED 
INFORMATION 


A NIGHT AT 
CAME, THEIR 
MARCH THE 


|| NEXT DAY WAS |; | 


MUCH LIKE 
THAT THE DAY 


AS THE FARCE 
UNFOLDED, WORD 
CAME FROM THE HUGO 
MERCENARY COMPANY 


AND OTHER FORCES 
HEADING TOWARD 
SVERNEL, 


WHAT? WITH 
SWORDS AND 
SPEARS? 


OVERSEER 
CLINGING TO 


IMPATIENT. 


WANTS ONE 
BIG BATTLE, 


HE SAYS. 


IF THAT 


DID HE HAPPENS, 
SAY WE'D BOTH 

ABOUT HAVE TO 

THAT? HAND OVER 


CAPTIVES. 


THE BOSS SAID 

WE WOULD HAND 

OVER FOUR PEOPLE 
AND THAT YOU... 


FIFTEEN OF 
OUR MEN ARE 
WORTH FOUR 
OF YOURS. 


IS THAT 
WHAT 


YOU'RE 
SAYING? 


TO CONDUCT 
NEGOTIATIONS 
FOR THE 
EXCHANGE OF 
PRISONERS 

AND GIVE AN 


NEGOTIA- 
TIONS? 


ANNIHILATION 
WOULD BEA 
LOSS FOR BOTH 
OF US, SO WE 
MUST BE ABLE 
TO AFFORD TO 

. NEGOTIATE. 


FOR YOUR 
PART, WE ASK 


THE ONE 
WHO'LL DEMAND 
RANSOM 
FROM US AND 


FORCE OUR 
SURRENDER... 


wlS AN 
INNOCENT AND 
NAIVE YOUNG 
MERCHANT. 


YOU MAY GET 
ANGRY WHEN 
YOU HEAR THE 
DETAILS OF THE 
aie NEGOTIATION. 
AFTER SUCH 
OVERBEARING, 
OUTRAGEOUS 
DEMANDS ARE 
FORCED UPON YOU, 
I BELIEVE YOU MAY 
EASILY SUBDUE 
THE YOLING ONE 
WHILE HIS GUARD 
1S DOWN. 


You i 
THINK IT'LL Me? / otte Se 
GO WELL? HE Ag OO AY g TO RELEASE 
may Be youns, |4 WE WILL Me ea 
= REPORT THAT UR CAPTIVES, 
AND YOU WILL | 


BUT He's 2 
WE SINCERELY 
y TRIED OUR N MANAGE TO 


STILL FROM 
THE DEBAU 
COMPANY. 


ESCAPE. 


HE 
HORRIBLE. 
I'M SURPRISED 
HOW WELL THE 
BOSS HAS PUT 
UP WITH HIM. 


SHOULD'VE 
KILLED HIM ON 
THE FIRST 
DAY. 


GOT IT. 
iy) n WE WERE JUST 
JUST THE KIND Se Ay) DEBATING WAYS TO 
Creer a } i GET INTO SVERNEL 
FAMED VETERAN PURSELNES: 
OF THE HUGO 
MERCENARY 
COMPANY. 


UNDERSTOOD. 
NOW WE'LL 
NEED THE 
PARTICULARS. 


iy j 


ALL RIGHT. 
WE'LL LET YOU 
KNOW HOW 
WE'RE GONNA 
GO AT IT. 


i) 


YN 
i 
KN 


USE EVERY 


PART OF THE ! hs 0. 
PIG, DOWN TO \ | / 
THE BLOOD. \ \\ | /, 
\\ \ \| lie7 
\ | | i 
\y 
VA 
iy 
THAT'S fy, Va 
eg HOW IT'LL BE, 
GA—~| moizi. Go AneAD 
AND PICK OUR 
\ f UNLUCKY 
\ i FIFTEEN. / 
gi, * \ " = RY \ 
1 | a \ i \ 
, ; PW | 
ili es Ne 
AS FOR E | \ 7 
THE SPECIFICS... j SS oar 
HOW WE DID ae eS 
IT BACK AT 7) ‘ \\ 
LESSO VALLEY Riva ate 
WOULD BE Sa \ 
FINE. WATAUGA fj 
mA 
HD a 


I SHALL 
SEARCH FOR 
A PROPER 
PLACE WITH 


HASTE. 


on ae r ‘om : \ 
) ) WM S 
Wi. Si A a \ 


es 
F 


= 
O 
A) Y 


Q 


yA 


(lf 


w! 


Ny 2@)/) i) il 


I 
RETURNED 
TO TOWN 
THE DAY 
YESTERDAY... 


I SEE. 


wow, I'M 
JUST SO GLAD 
YOU'RE— 


WELL, WE 
HEARD MOST 
OF IT BACK 
IN TOWN AS 


WELL, 


/ ELLOW 
MERCENARIES 
PUTTING ON A 

SHOW—THAT'S 

EASY ENOUGH TO 

UNDERSTAND, & 
RIGHT? 


THAT IS 
VERY IMPORTANT. 
EVERYONE HAS 
A ROLE TO PLAY, 
AFTER ALL. 


OF ALL THINGS, 
UNDER THEIR 


SO IT WOULD WITH IT A BIT 
SEEM. IS THAT LONGER. 
WHY THERE WERE \ 
THINGS SKULKING 
ABOUT IN THE 
MOUNTAINS? 


AND THAT IS 
ALSO WHY YOU 
ARE PUSHING 
THOSE LARGE 


yh SLEDS FORWARD /) 
EE, FIRST? 


‘TIS NOT 
YOUR PLACE 
TO MIND 
THE HARE 
FOREVER. 


IT SMELLED 
LIKE BLOOD. 


TAKE IT. 

HE'S AN 
IMPORTANT 

RABBIT. Ali 


THEN I'LL 
SEND ONE OF 
MY MEN WITH 

YOU... 


THIS FOOL 
WOULD START 


a SOON 


ENOUGH. 


I'VE HIDDEN 
A CERTAIN 
SOMETHING 


IN THE 
MOUNTAINS. 


THERE ARE 

TIMES WHEN \V. 
THOSE WHO LIVE\\’™ 
BY THE SWORD 

TURN THEIR 


BUT WE WILL 
NOT ATTACK 


¢ OUR ENEMY 
{ FROM BEHIND 
ONLY TO BE 


COWARDS! 


WITH 
RESPECT FOR 
THE MYURI 
MERCENARY 
COMPANY'S 

BANNER. 


yl 


p 
CRASHING) 


THEY'VE 
STARTED... 


MM, SOUNDS 
CONSIDER @ LIKE THEY ARE 
JOINING THE PERFORMING 
QUITE WELL. 


THAT WAS 
CLOSE, THEN. 


A FACE. 
THAT ONE. 


FLUSTERED YOU 
WERE REMINDED 


/ THE SNOW 
13 UP TO MY 
WAIST... CAN'T 


JUST BEEN 
y, A STORM OF & 


ABUSE. 


IE AFTER A 
LONG TIME 
Z APART. 


MY LIFE 
WAS EVEN IN 
DANGER! 


Ww } 
S 


WS) ie 
| a 


Hh 


WELL, ‘ 
I DID THINK 4 L \ Ae 
YOU'D GET 


Zs 
>A At = ae 
een PA i SRA, 


I FEEL LIKE 
I'VE BEEN 
RIDDEN LIKE 
A HORSE. 


THE ONE WHO 
HOLDS THE 
REINS ON THE 
BOTTOM? 


SURELY 
YOU SHOULD 
KNOW HOW 
HARD IT WAS. 
TO SHAKE 


THE ONES WHO 


I HAD FORCED OUR 
TO MAKE MY js PARTING IN THE 
ESCAPE WHILE FIRST PLACE, SO 
THAT CHEEKY OF COURSE, HE 
CHURCH GIRL WOULD NOT STOP 
WAS HOLDING CRYING WHEN 
HIM BACK! I SHOWED 


MY FACE. 


WAS CLEVER. 
HE MUST HAVE 
FIGURED OUT WE 
WERE GETTING 
\\ WRAPPED UP 
ENTIRE TIME, Ny L IN A LARGE 


PLEADING FOR | ry \ COMMOTION 
HER TO LET 
HIM HELP. 


FOOLISH AS TO 
PURPOSEFULLY 
HEAD FOR 
ENEMY 
TERRITORY? 


MR. HILDE'S 
PLAN WAS SO 
IMPRESSIVE. 
THAT'S ALL I 
CAN REALLY 


MORE IMPORTANTLY, 


WHY WERE YOU 
MAKING FOR SUCH A 
DANGEROUS TOWN 
WITH THAT HARE 
ANYWAY? 


DID SHE 
REALLY HAVE 
TO BURY THE 


DEEP SHE HAD |~ 
IRN 


BUT A FEW 
THINGS WILL 
PROBABLY 
SPROUT FROM 
THIS, YES? 


I THINK 
YOU MIGHT'VE 
FIGURED IT OUT 
BY NOW, BUT THE 
DEBAU COMPANY 
SOUNDS QUITE 
SHAKEN 
INTERNALLY. 
THE POWER OF 
LORDS TO SEIZE 
CONTROL, BUT 
IT TURNED OUT 
THE LORDS WERE 
DECISIONS USING THEM 
LIKE THIS. INSTEAD. 


BUT IT 


DOES MEAN 
THINGS 
ARE IN OUR 


I WOULDN'T 
BE SURPRISED 


THE 
IF SOME ATTITUDES 
THOUGHT THIS} _EVEN AMONG 
PREFERABLE THE TRAITORS. 
TO BEING MUST BE 
STUBBORN AND VASTLY 
LETTING THE DIFFERENT. 
LORDS RENDER 
THE COMPANY 


USELESS. 


AS HOLO IS: 
AROUND, HE 
DOESN'T HAVE Le RO! 
y 


GETTING LOST, 
SO HE MUST 
WANT HILDE’S 
KR GRATITUDE. 


AND WOULD 
THEY CALL 
BACK THEIR 
OLD MASTER, 
WHO BARED 
HIS FANGS 
ONCE? 


THAT'S WHY 
Y THEY THINK 
| MR. HILDE AND 
THE OTHERS ARE 
SPURRING ON 
4 THE COLINTER- 
ATTACK. 


YOU 

ARRIVED 
AT LESKO THE THE 

DAY BEFORE 

YESTERDAY, SO 
WHAT’VE YOU 
BEEN DOING 
SINCE? 


WHEN 
+e THE Tt 
TOWN ARRIVED 
WAS LIKE ae 
A TIGHTLY 
CLOSED 
CLAMSHELL. 
SOMETHING HAD y 
HAPPENED TO 
THAT HARE, BUT 
I DID NOT KNOW 
EXACTLY WHAT 
THAT WAS. 


CERTAIN SOME- 
ONE LEFT THE 
INN WITHOUT 


Luls's. 
FRIENDS 
HAD ALL 
VANISHED 
AS WELL. 


AND WHILE 
HE DID NOT 
TAKE HIS HUMAN 
FORM, HE TRULY 


SHOWED HOW 
COURAGEOUS 


INSISTED HE 
WOULD KEEP 
SEARCHING. 


«0 THIS 

LUIS IS THAT 

INCREDIBLE, 
lu? 


Just 
THINK OF IT 
AS A LITTLE 
ADVENTURE, 


Mi lil | 
Sty | ‘" 
SI 


WE RAN 
ALL DAY 
AND NIGHT 
WITHOUT 
STOPPING. 


WE FINALLY 
ARRIVED IN TOWN, 
I COULD NOT 
HAVE SEARCHED 
FOR THE MISSING 
PEOPLE AND 
GATHERED 
INFORMATION 
ON MY 


OWN. 


WE HAD To 
SOMETIMES 


ENCOURAGE 
EACH OTHER, 
SOMETIMES 
LEAD ONE 
ANOTHER. 


WE ENDED 
UP FLEEING 
TOWN IN QUITE 
A HURRY. 


BUT TRULY, 
‘TWAS QUITE 
THE HASSLE. 


REALLY? 


+.OR PERHAPS INDEED. I DO 
THEY HAVE NOT INTEND TO 
HARDENED SECOND-GUESS 
THEIR DEFENSES YOUR JUDGMENTS, 
EVEN MORE BUT...OUR ENEMY 
BECAUSE OF HAS GROWN 
THE INTERNAL 


EITHER 
WAY, LUIS'S 
COURAGE 
FILLS THAT 
BAG. 


APPARENTLY, 
HIS MASTER 


.BUT THE ) 
TOWN WAS 
FILLED WITH Hd : 
Yi a" TOLD HIM TO 
HAND IT OVER 


ENEMIES. IT 
WAS EXTREMELY > 
BOTHERSOME = | |] // aadleebe 
ater ” IF THE WORST 
een ) \ COMES TO 
ONLY GAVE ihe 
IT TO ME 
BECAUSE 
I WAS. 
STRONGER. 
"TIS THAT 
PRECIOUS. 


BY MASTER, 
SHE MUST 

= MEAN HILBERT = 
VON DEBALI. 


WHATEVER 
THIS MAY BE, 
THERE'S NO 
DOUBT IT CAN 
CHANGE OUR 
DESTINY. 


TO GET BACK 
BEFORE IT'S 
Ovi 


IT DOESN'T 
LOOK LIKE 
THEY'RE TAKING 
IT EASY AT 
ALL. 


éi/) 


wn WE MIGHT W/ My) c 
Ss ( 


( ‘on 
NOT HAVE | YY) NX 
\ rraveteo [—_P ops 
TOGETHER? AAT 
@ ANAM 
/ \ yh 


WITH THEM THE 
WAY YOU ARE 
NOW. 


YOu 
MIGHT HAVE 
DIED BEFORE 
MEETING ME, 

HMM? 


v..T WOULD 
HAVE ENJOYED 
ANYTHING WE 
DID TOGETHER 


| SINCE IT WOULD 
BE YOU. 


bs 
BELIEVI 
THAT... 


«- THERE IS. 
SUCH THING 
AS FATE. 


T TIRE 
OF 


WORRYING, 
HESITATING. 


I THOUGHT 
ABOUT THIS AS 
“ I DESPERATELY 
WB WU RAN THROUGH THE 
Gy Uf SNOWY PATHS, 


"TWAS y 
NOT 60 LONG 
j HUNGRY, MY PAWS 
AGO THAT T / Z| PAINED FROM 
COULD NEVER d h i THE COLD. 
HAVE IMAGINED Y yh ‘ 
THE WISEWOLF }44 2 
OF YOITSU i » // y Ay =} 
ACTING IN SUCH / 7 
A WAY. aa } WY FS 
HN AS ae “7 


BUT IF 
THIS IS MY 
FATE, THEN 
‘TIS NOTA 

BAD ONE. 


I ALSO DID 

BIT MORE 

THINKING 

SINCE I HAD 

TIME WHILST 
T RAN. 


A 


hy 


NM Po 


ven Wh 


ROLL CALL 
IS FINISHED. 
ASIDE FROM 
THE FIFTEEN 
LEFT BEHIND, 

EVERYONE 

|S HERE. 


WELL DONE, 
EVERYONE. 


THE HUGO 
MERCENARY 
COMPANY IS 
LARGE AND 
HISTORIED, BUT 
WE WORKED 
JUST AS WELL 
AS THEM. 


TO SAY WE CAN 
TAKE IT EASY FOR 
THE REST OF THE 
DAY, BUT IT'LL BE 
A WHILE BEFORE 

WE CAN SLEEP 


WE'LL BE 
SETTING OFF 
IMMEDIATELY. 


ANY 
COMPLAINTS? 


THEN ONCE 
EVERYONE'S 
READY, WE 


WHAT DO 
YOU THINK? 
I WAS 
ASTONISHED 


WHEN I FIRST 
HEARD THE 
PLAN. 


AFTER 
THIS, THEY'LL 
| JA\ NEGOTIATE 
|) Ji with tHE Huco 
en Tey LL | MERCENARY 
TAKE THE YOUNG \ f COMPANY... 
MERCHANT Zs 
OVERSEEING THE 
ENEMY'S VICTORY 


«BUT THE 
MERCHANT 
WHO WAS 


AT FAULT, 
MAKING HIM 


\ 


s 


We ROLE OF FOOL 


UPON YOU. 


| Le / atte Wy 


ane 


WE MUST 
\/ CONSIDER 
WHAT COMES 
AFTER 
HANDING IT 
OVER AS 
WELL... 


+ ESPECIALLY 
SINCE IT MAY 
NOT BE SEEN 


‘TIS ABOUT 
THIS BIG AND 


NOT 
SOMETHING 
(OU CAN 


YC 
JUST TUCK 


ONCE WE GET 
(| TO SVERNEL AND 
‘| DECIDE TO SETTLE 


)\ BE PLENTY OF 
OPPORTUNITIES. 


WITH THE DEBAU 
COMPANY 
EITHER. 


WE NEED TO 
DISCUSS WHAT 
WILL HAPPEN 


AFTER THIS. § / 


I'M GLAD 
TO HAVE 
ENCOUNTERED 
YOU SAFELY, 
MISS HOLO. 


NOW 
IT SEEMS 
EVERYTHING 


IS IN 
ORDER. 


I HAVE 
ALSO HEARD 
YOU'VE BROUGHT 
THE FORBIDDEN 
BOOK FROM 
FAR AWAY. 


THE “THING” 

HILBERT VON 

DEBAL GAVE 
TO HILDE, 


VERY LEAST, 

THE SVERNEL 

CITY COUNCIL 
WELCOMES 


BUT THAT 
DOESN'T 
MEAN WE'RE 
WITHOUT 
PROBLEMS. 


OPPONENTS 
OF THE DEBAU 
COMPANY ARE 
GATHERING IN 

SVERNEL... 


ADDITIONALLY, 
THE SCOUTS 
WE SENT TO 
SVERNEL HAVE 
RETURNED WITH 
FAVORABLE 
REPLIES. 


SO WE WON'T 
BE ARGUING AT 
THE CITY WALLS, 
NOR WILL THEY 
RAIN ARROWS AT 
US FROM INSIDE 
THE CITY. 


ALL 
THEY HAVE 
IN COMMON 

IS RESISTANCE 
TO THE DEBAU 
COMPANY. 
THEY'RE JUST 
A MOB. 


THEY 
MIGHT TRY 
SOMETHING 


SO YOU'LL 
HAVE TO TAKE 
THE REINS. 


IT's 
HILDE SCHNALI'S 
INGENUITY THAT 
WE WANT TO CATCH 
A RIDE ON. WE HAVE 
NO INTENTION OF 


TAKING ORDERS 
FROM OTHER 
IDIOTS. 


TOGETHER 
PARTIES WITH 
CLASHING 
INTERESTS 
AS WELL? 


IT IS MY 
JOB TO DO SO. 
YOU MAY LEAVE 

THAT TASK 
TO ME. 


AND 
MAY YOUR 
BANNER BE 
THE ONE TO 
FLY AT THE 

DAWN OF 
VICTORY. 


2% 
i WELL THEN, 
THE HUGO 


MERCENARY 
COMPANY WILL 
BE WAITING FOR 
YOU AT THE 
APPOINTED 
PLACE. 


I DON'T 
KNOW IF I'M | 
| NERVOUS OR IF |/ 
LAWRENC! : i} Fi EX\~<\ THIS COSTUME'S 
ALL SQUARE é j JUST HEAVY. 
ON YOUR y 


aeNOT 
WEARING 
CEREMONIAL 
CLOTHES. df 
we 


te ) 
” \ nae \ ) 
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\ 5) 
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\ 
Pee 


SORRY TO 
KEEP YOU 
WAITING. 


I BELIEVE YOU 
RECEIVED MY 
MESSAGE— 


THIS 
IS NOTA 
NEGOTIATION. 


THis IS A e 
DECLARATION. 4 
of, 
4 


7 
d 
=> 


KNOW WELL 
OF THE MYURI 
MERCENARY 
COMPANY 
BANNER 
AND YOUR 
RENOWN. 


THEREFORE, 
WE FIND NO 
CAUSE TO 
CONTINUE TO 
TURN OUR 
SWORDS UPON 


NEGOTIATING 
WITH WORDS. 


IE HAVE 
TAKEN FIFTEEN 
CAPTIVES, 
AND YOU HAVE 
TAKEN FOUR 
OF OURS. 


FOR DEBATE 
WITH REGARD 


MERCHANT OF 
THE DEBALU 
COMPANY. 


PLEASE THINK 
OF MY VOICE AND 
ORDERS AS THAT 

OF THE DEBALU 

COMPANY. 


OF 


REBONATO, 
WE'RE TALKING 


THIS 16 HOW MUCH 
THE SUBORDINATES 
YOU ABANDONED THAT 


FIRST, 
BRING ALL MY 
SUBORDINATES 

HERE. 


—s 
\A ‘S 
7 Jy 
aa 


THEY'RE 
TREATING 
THIS 
TRAVELING COMPANY 
MERCHANT SAID WAS 
LIKE A as 


YOU MUST 
BE VERY 
IMPORTANT... 


+.TO BRING 
SUCH A MAN 
HERE TO THE 
FRONT LINES, 
LUWARD. 


STAND DOWN. 
CEASE YOUR 


SHOULD KNOW 
WHERE HILDE 
SCHNAU IS. 


HA 
WE WILL TREAT 
HIM WELL. WE'LL 


EVEN RETURN om 
THE CAPTIVES i 
Ova 


ANSWER 


~~ MY QUESTION 
ITI 


WITHA fil 
Question? /| 


yourreA 
TOUGH ONE, 
AS ALWAYS. 


WELL, SURE, 
I WONDER 
THE SAME. 


BUT T 
HAVE NO 
CHOICE. 


SUCH AN 

INNOCENT [ 
LOOK IN YOUR 
EYES MAKES 


+ THE 
CAPTAIN OF 
THE DARING, 
RE! 


COMPANY, 
YOU KNOW? 


THEY 

HUNDREDS GAVE ME A 
COUNTING MY MOUNTAIN 
ANCESTORS. 


TWENTY YEARS— 


IT VEXED 


= YOU SAW 
THAT IN LESKO, 
\ DIDN'T YOU? 


THAT'S WHY... 
1g EONATE {ete ALL THE THINGS 
WE USED TO FUSS 
THAT'LL FORGIVENESS iP heey Teles 
ALL COME FOR SELLING TO LOOK STUPID 
TRUE IF YOU HIS DIGNITY TO ME. 
BOW TO THESE FOR MONEY. 
MERCHANTS. 
THAT'S ALL. 


THE POWER OF 
MONEY. 


IT GOES WITHOUT 
SAYING THAT THIS 
- /S THE POWE! 


IN THE 
END, I DIDN'T 
WANT TO RISK 
MY LIFE FOR 

SOMETHING 


TELL ME, REALLY WANT 
LUWARD. TO KNOW. 


SAY IT. 


a 


IS THERE 
DEADLINE FOR 
REPAYMENT? 


THEY 
MIGHT HAVE 
HIRED SOME 

ASSASSINS TO 

RECLAIM ALL 

THAT MONEY 

FROM YOU. 


Zi! 
ENOUGH TO 


BUY A SMALL 

COLINTRY... 
DID THEY PAY 
YOU WITH THE 
NEW SILVER 


Dy 
YOURSELVES TO 
BORROW SUCH AN 

AMOUNT OF MONEY 


men\ FOR PERFECTING ff 
i THIS BETRAYAL? iy 
: ad 


«OLD 
MAN REBONATO. 
DID YOU KNOW THAT 
YOUR EMPLOYERS 
ARE THE COWARDS 


THAT BETRAYED AND |f 


TOOK OVER THE 
ORIGINAL DEBAU 
COMPANY? 


Zi > 
( or ki 


THAT'S RIDICULOUS! 
ARE YOU GOING TO BELIEVE 


CALLING 


FOR HELP? 


Au. 
A SIEGE 
ENGINE...? 


+ LUWARD'S 
GUARDIAN 


WOLF...?. 


To be continued in Volume I6... 


VOLUME WILL: 
FINALLY, HEAD 


SPICE & WOLF ® 
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